Google Earth

Having Google Earth on your computer is not necessary in order to use the new myfields.info field application.
It is rather simply a free tool from Google that can if needed, assist you in determining the legal
description, GPS coordinates, or just a satellite view of the field, should you need it. So, if you feel you
have no use for this app, feel free to not download it.

| suspect that many of our members already have access to and use Google Earth or a similar application and
will have no need for this presentation.

For those of you that are interested, | put together this rather non-technical outline of the steps involved in
downloading Google Earth, and in addition, how to overlay the Public Land Survey System over the basic
map in order to obtain the section, township, and range, as well as the GPS coordinates of a field.

We have endeavored to make our electronic field application through the myfields.info as simple as possible. In
addition to the legal description of fields submitted to KCIA or OCIA for certification, you will also need the
GPS coordinates, otherwise known as the longitude and latitude of the field. Having both of these bits of
information for your certified fields handy before starting will make your field application experience more
pleasant.

If you already have Google Earth, it is usually a good idea to update it to the newest version.



Begin by opening your browser and entering google.com/earth in the search engine.
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A shortcut icon will be placed on your desktop. You will open Google Earth by double-clicking this icon
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You can read about how to use Google Earth, or click close to close this window.
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So now you have Google Earth on your computer. You can now go anywhere, be it the Washington Monument or the Eiffel Tower,
or London simply by typing the destination into the search box in the upper left corner. It’s really kind of cool.

However, legal descriptions are not available until we add a township layer. Which we do in the next few steps. So diminish
Google Earth by clicking the “=” upper right button.
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| did a search for “township google earth” and hit search.
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Use your internet search engine to search for “PLSS in Google Earth” or try this link: http://www.earthsurvey.us/plss/plss.html

When this window pops up click on the “PLSGE” link to download PLSS
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http://www.earthsurvey.us/plss/plss.html
http://www.earthsurvey.us/plss/plss.html

When downloading is complete, click on the file at the bottom, lower left.
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Notice that now we have a township overlay. When this is selected, township legal description will be overlain on the map and
you will be able to obtain section, township and range. Lets find the KCIA office by typing its address in the search box.
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The red pinpoint locates the KCIA office. Notice in the circled area on the left, that township has not been selected. Lets click on
the button to select townships and do our search again.
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Now obviously, | zoomed out to better illustrate what checking the township overlay does to the map. You can now see individual
sections and also the township and range.

Click to diminish the Tour Guide and get it off the map.
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At the lower right corner, you will notice that longitude and latitude are given. Notice how these values change as you move the
cursor around. The default download setting is in degrees and minutes, but our field application will require the units to be in
decimals, so we have to change this setting.
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To select the proper format for longitude and latitude, from the tools menu choose “Options”.
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From options, under “Show Lat/Long” select “Decimal Degrees”.
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The GPS coordinates are now in the proper format for use in myfields.info.
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e So this is how to use Google Earth to get the
legal description of a field, or how to get the
GPS (longitude and latitude) of that field.
There are apps that can be purchased that will
search by the legal description, if you wish to
use these. The method shown here is using
programs to which access is free.

e This is not the only way, and you may have a
different way of accomplishing the same thing



